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In and out of focus 
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Above, The Synthesis BFA Photography Exhibition is coming to a close as photography major Mathew Chan show- 
cases his senior project in the Dennis W. Ditzi Gallery Wednesday afternoon. Below, Michelle Martinez, studio art 
2 pocceeaamen the Synthesis Photography Exhibition in between classes on Wednesday afternoon. --=* 
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Senior artists present “Synthesis” as a last goodbye before graduation. 


By Erik OHRSTROM 
Staff Writer 


In the echoing halls of the student art galleries at Cal State 
Long Beach, filled with the smell of fresh paint, walls filled 
with photographs portrayed naked bodies and a tied up Chi- 
nese American police officer in the Dennis W. Dutzi gallery 
Wednesday night. 

The end of the spring semester is “Gs and the senior stu- 
dents of thé Fine Arts program are gathering to display a va- 
riety of different final projects until the last week of school. 

One such student to participate in Wednesday's “Synthesis” 


exhibition is Matthew Chan. His collection “You are that vast 
thing that you see far” is set up in the Dennis W. Dutzi gallery. 

His photograph of the bound police officer portrays how 
different ethnicities are mistreated within certain professions. 
Chan thinks that art is a tool that gives him the possibility to 
express his own voice in broad cultural conversations — both 
for contemporary issues and those rooted in the past. 

“I see my role as an artist to culturally contribute,’ said 
Chan, who is Chinese American. “I am a minority male artist 
and I feel like we are under-represented in many contexts. It 


see ART, page 5 
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An inspirational invocation opened for the ASI Senate 
Committee meeting where they discussed upcoming 
events and budget plans Wednesday evening. 


New bathrooms, 


not fees 


As the semester comes to an end, the ASI 
Senate remains hard at work. 


By MICHAELA KwoKA-COLEMAN 


Staff Writer 


The ASI Senate voted against 
a resolution Wednesday that 
would have supported a student 
health fee increase, saying that 
the students should be the ones 
to decide this matter. 

The proposed increase would 
have raised the fee from $96 per 
academic year to $150. The fee 
was originally brought before 
the ASI Senate by Director of 
Student Health Services Mary 
Ann Takemoto in early March. 

Most senators said that stu- 
dents should be able to decide 
whether to pay more. 

Sen. Logan Vournas, next 
year’s ASI vice president, said 
that before having students vote 
on a fee increase referendum, 
other avenues of obtaining the 
money should be explored. She 
suggested the possibility of re- 
allocating funds from different 
ASI or USU funded groups. 


The ASI Senate also held the 
second reading of a proposed 
resolution to create a Student 
Oversight Committee for Risk 
Assessment. 

The resolution, written by 
Senators Vournas and Yasmin 
Elasmar, would create a stu- 
dent-run committee to deal with 


incidents of alleged or actual vi- 
olence on campus. 

As the resolution is writ- 
ten, the committee would meet 
monthly to discuss the campus 
climate. Additionally, it would 
meet as needed when incidents 
of alleged violence or discrimi- 
nation are reported on campus. 

The overarching purpose of 
the committee would be to have 
a safe place for students to voice 
their concerns-about what hap- 
pens on campus. 

As of now, the proposed com- 
mittee would be comprised of 
Dean of Students Jeff Klaus, the 
ASI president and vice~ presi- 
dent, one ASI senate representa- 
tive, six student representatives, 
President Jane Close Conoley 
and ASI Executive Director 
Richard Haller. 

The university president and 
the executive director of ASI 
would be the only non-voting 
members on the committee. 

The resolution was written 
in collaboration with the newly 
formed student group coalition 
We Are CSULB. 

We Are CSULB has been 


see ASI, page 2 
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Therapy dogs will 
be on campus next 
Tuesday to help 
students decompress 
and raise money for 
local shelters. 


By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Arts & Life Editor 


Who let the dogs out? No, really 
— who did it? They’re about to be 
all over the Health and Human Ser- 
vices 1 lawn. 

Next Tuesday, a handful of thera- 
py dogs as well as some huge New- 
foundlands will make Cal State 
Long Beach their pawing ground 
for the day. Pause 4 Paws will offer 
students the chance to pet therapy 
dogs, donate money to a local non- 
profit focused on helping “animals 
and take photos with two to four 
‘Newfoundland dogs. 

The event will take place on the 
HHS1 lawn from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Organized by five students enrolled 
in GSULB's Communication 337 
Event Planning class, Pause 4 Paws 
aims to soothe the nerves of over- 
stressed students as well as raise 
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money for Long Beach-based non- 


profit Friends of Long Beach Ani- 
mals. 

Friends of Long Beach Animals 
is an animal shelter that advocates 
for responsible pet ownership and 
low-cost spay and neuter programs 
for low-income 
residents of GG 
Long __ Beach. 

Senior commu- 
nication major 
Shayna Gonza- 
les and the rest 
of her group 
said they want- 
ed to be able to 
not only give 
students _ the 
opportunity to 


animals? 


decompress, 
but give back to 
the Long Beach 
community — 
and, of course, the dogs. 

“They do a lot of education on 
correct animal care,’ said senior 


communications...major Brittany . 


Romero. “So they go around to a lot 
of the Long Beach and Signal Hill 
elementary schools and educate the 
kids on pet care.” 

“We wanted to create a stress-free 
event for students the week before 
finals, and we thought, ‘What bet- 


-ty 


We wanted to create 

a stress-free event for 
students the week before 
finals, and we thought, 
‘What better way to de- proceeds will 
stress students than with 


-Shayna Gonzales, Senior 
communication major 
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ter way to de-stress 
students than with 
animals?” Gonzales 
said. “And so then we 
thought, ‘Oh, let’s bring ther- 
apy dogs on campus!” 

The group of organizers, con- 
sisting of junior 
and senior com- 
munications 
majors, will be 
selling _ raffle 
tickets that stu- 
dents can buy 
for $1 and all 


go to Friends of 


99 Long Beach An- 
imals. 


Pause 4 Paws 
plans on raf- 
fling off various 
finals-friendly 
prizes to stu- 
dents who donate such as. gift cards 
to! Starbucks,»massage gift cards and 
finals go-packs including Scantrons, 


pencils and. greenbooks. Seema. coctebioete 


According to Romero, Pause 4 
Paws will also feature a photo booth 


where sttiderits*¢an donate a dollar 


to take photos with two bear-like 
Newfoundland dogs and post their 
photos on Instagram using the 
hashtag #Pause4Paws. 


As educators, we know that great teachers make for 


great classes so our philosophy has always been to use 
fully credentialed teachers with advanced or specialized 


“We're 

hoping [the 

Newfoundland dogs] will be kind 
of [be] what will attract students, 
like ‘Oh my God, look at these huge 
dogs!’ and they'll want to either do- 


nate [for a photo] or enter for a raf- 
fle prize” Romero said. 

Gonzales said that the group’s 
motivation behind bringing ther- 
apy dogs to campus has to do with 
bringing Long Beach animals to the 
CSULB community. 

“Long Beach is kind of like, a 
really big dog-friendly communi- 
ty,’ Gonzales said. “We were going 
to have [the event] at [El Dorado] 
park. And then we thought: ‘Well, 


why not bring it to school during 


finals week?” 
Representatives. from.Friends of 
Long Beach Animals will be facili- 


;.tating..interaction..and..supervisin gs cesses 
the dogs. They will also be there to 


answer any questions that ‘students 
interested in getting involved with 
the nonprofit may have. 

For more information on the 
event, follow Pause4PawsCSULB 
on social media. 
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holding protests calling for the resig- 
nation of Jeff Klaus after a number of 
campus safety issues. 

Senator Elasmar said that she thinks 
for the first year the six student rep- 
resentatives to the committee will be 
members of We Are CSULB. However, 
she said that after the inaugural year, 
any CSULB student who wishes to be a 
student representative can apply for the 
position. 

The ASI senate went on to discuss a 
proposed resolution to add more gen- 
der-neutral bathrooms on campus. 

This resolution, also written by Sena- 
tors Vournas and Elasmar, would “urge 
the university to create, and actively 
maintain, gender-neutral bathrooms 
in every new building constructed on 
campus.’ The purpose of creating more 
gender-neutral bathrooms is to create a 
safer campus environment for gender 
nonconforming students. 

Although the resolution promotes 
gender-neutral-bathrooms to be §in- 
cluded in future campus buildings, it 
does not address adding gender-neu- 
tral-bathrooms to current buildings. 

Sen. Marcus Harwell commented 
that he hoped that all bathrooms on 
campus will eventually be gender neu- 
tral. 

One of the last proposed resolutions 
discussed was for creating more alter- 
native food options on campus. 

If passed, the resolution would create 
a path for adding*kosher and:halal food 


«sun 0ptions. in..the dining plaza .and..resi- 


dential dining halls. The hope is that. by 
offering these options, the different-re- 
ligious communities at CSULB will be 
better served. 

The ASI Senate will vote on these 
resolutions next week at its final meet- 
ing of the spring semester. 


Stay 
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Misdemeanor 
arrests and a mental 
evaluation. 


By MATTHEW SIMON 
Staff Writer 


Trio cited after traffic stop 

After stopping a vehicle for travel- 
ing at an unsafe speed last Thursday, 
a University Police sergeant suspect- 
ed the vehicle may have been related 
to a different report of a suspicious 
individual in Parking Structure 1 the 
sergeant was investigating. 

The sergeant contacted back up, 


JONATHAN RoBEerT MYERS 


and once patrol officers and detec- 
tives approached the vehicle, they 
found three individuals. It is un- 
known if any of them are students. 
During a search, a 31-year-woman 


Registration 
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SADE PEREZ = MONICA 
MINYJAREZ 


was found to be in possession of an- 
other person’s personal identifying 
information. On the crime bulletin 
the woman is listed as both Sade Pe- 
rez and Monica Minijarez. She was 


RYAN ANDREW VALENCIA 


cited for having possession of the 
other person’s information and for 


vehicle code infractions. 
Officers also found 31-year-old 
Jonathan Myers, who was told to 
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leave campus. 

The last individual cited in the 
stop was 21-year-old Ryan Andrew 
Valencia for being in possession of 
controlled substance paraphernalia. 

This case is currently being inves- 
tigated by the University Police De- 
partment. 


Mental check 

University Police were contacted 
April 20 when a 17-year-old male 
jumped into a stranger’s car after 
asking for directions. When police 
arrived the teen was taken into cus- 
tody to be held until he could receive 
a mental evaluation at a proper facil- 
ity. The male’s uncle was contacted. 
It is unknown if the male is a student. 


Follow @49erSports 
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Conference call with Agent Sharon Carter 


Emily VanCamp talks 
“Captain America: 
Civil War.” 


By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Arts & Life Editor 


Marvel women are badass. From 
Black Widow to Jessica Jones, every 
Marvel woman has something to bring 
to the table whether it’s in the form of 
a punch to the face or cool one-liners. 
In the eagerly-awaited third Captain 
America film, “Captain America: Civ- 
il War,’ audiences will be reintroduced 
to Agent Sharon Carter as portrayed by 
Emily VanCamp. 

In light of the upcoming film that’s 
slotted to release on May 6, VanCamp 
participated in a student media confer- 
ence call to talk diversity, memorable 
scenes and, of course, if she identifies 
as “Team Iron Man” or “Team Captain 


America.” 


What new things can audiences ex- 
pect from your character in this film 


that they might have gotten specifically 


in Winter Soldier, without giving spoil- 
ers, obviously? 

We were really planting a seed in “The 
Winter Soldier” 
that she was Sharon Carter, within that 


Cap didn’t even know 


film. Steve finds out who she is — and 


DantEt Lea-O.ivas | PA PHotos | TNS 


Emily VanCamp attending the Captain America Civil War Photocall, at 
the Corinthia Hotel, in London, UK, on Monday April 25. 


that’s sort of, I think, just inevitably 
deepens their connection because of ob- 
viously the shared tie with Peggy. There’s 
just an inevitable, immediate trust be- 
tween them. And we really explore that 
throughout this film, and we see that the 
stakes are high for her because her job is 
at stake if she is helping Cap. 


So, Marvel recently released this 
featurette highlighting the. company’s 
achievement in adopting more women 
roles in their movies. In addition, you 
were also involved in the Captain Amer- 
ica Civil War Challenge for young wom- 
en in STEM. What are your feelings on 
playing the strong female role and em- 


powering women across the country in 
the process? 

I mean, that’s just a huge compliment 
to hear that, because you know these 
characters are so much fun to play, but to 
know that in doing this, it could be you 
potentially empowering young girls, is 
amazing, And J think Marvel's really try- 
ing to diversify, they're really sort of in- 
corporating more women in these great 
parts, and I think it’s just kind of heading 
in the right direction, you know? But it’s 
super-enjoyable to play, too. 


I know a lot of Marvel fans are pick- 
ing Team Captain American and Team 


Iron Man so if you were to choose a team 
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independent from the character that you 
play, which side would you choose and 
why? 

Hmm, that’s a really good question 
that I’ve been asking myself quite a bit. 
I guess, because I have such an attach- 
ment to Sharon and her loyalty to Steve 
and Captain, I just feel that I sort of agree 
with him. It’s tough, though, because 
to have superheroes running around, 
without any sort of monitoring, it does 
seem wild and crazy. But I really see both 
sides. It's kind of hard to, even watching 
the movie, it’s hard to see the Avengers 
going at each other. But you really do 
see the right and wrong of both sides. 
It's a tough one, but just because of my 
-attachment to the character I'd probably 


go Team Cap. 


This film is a Captain America film, 
though, it does have quite a few other 
Avengers in it. How do you feel that the 
film differentiates itself from the previ- 
ous two Avengers films, and makes itself 
truly a new Captain America movie? 

It's interesting. It does really feel like 
the Avengers. Everybody is in it, pretty 
much. So it is hard to differentiate it, but 
they really are kind of focused on the re- 
lationship between Tony and Steve, and 
what they represent. And the rest is just 
And they 
really delve into the depth of what these 


sort of people picking sides. 


two characters within the universe truly, 
truly feel. And they are the extremes of 
those feelings that other people are kind 
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of following, so it still does feel like a 
Captain film. 


Please describe the most intense scene 
you've shot during production. 

I think the one that I connected with 
the most was just her speaking at Peggy's 
funeral - a really difficult-moment for 
Steve. It's also where he finds out that 
she’s Sharon Carter, which is very inter- 
esting, and the fans have such a love of 
Peggy, that it was nice to sort of honor 
her. And it really did make sense for Sha- 
ron to do that, so that was probably one 
of my favorite ones. It’s also where you 
almost wonder if she’s speaking to Cap in 
this moment in terms of the sort of dif- 
ficulties that he’s going through, so that 
was pretty good. It’s kind of fun to go up 
against Bucky. My stuff wasn’t the high- 
est intensity stuff, so I just got to show up 
a lot and have fun. Which is really great, 
especially after “Revenge, which was 
like, constantly, constantly tortured. So it 


was a great departure from that. 


So, with Captain America: Civil War, 
what are you most excited for in the fu- 
ture with Marvel’s cinematic universe? 

Well I’m always excited for all of their 
films, to be honest. Whether or not I’m 
a part of them, you just don’t know until 
they're sort of written, I think it would 
be amazing to continue in the universe, 
but even if I don't, I'll certainly continue 
watching because as I said, the movies 
just keep getting better and better. 
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Illustration major, Emilie Vo, is intrigued by Mathew Chan's photography in the “Synthesis” photography exhibition 


ART 


continued from page 1 
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world as black and white.” 

Next to the photograph of the police 
officer is a series of pictures portraying 
naked men and women covered in sand 
and painted with different patterns. 


Chan's inspiration came from Lebanese 
artist Walid Raad, who is known for 
creating art about memory and cultural 
history. 

Chan's collection resonated with 


_ many of his peers. 


ceptual and well thought out,” senior 
photography major Chelsey Coleman 
said. “I think it stands out...his style is 
unique” 


Chan has been working on his final 


project for the past two semesters and 
said his process has made him perceive 
himself as a true artist, being able to 
show multiple pieces that represent 
memories, which are connected to one 
another. 

By showing all the pieces during 
his senior exhibition, he hopes that 
people will find it easier to under- 
stand the meaning of his works, be- 
cause there is no single focus in each 
piece. 


send us your samples at eicd49er@gmail.com 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


facebook 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information 
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“My work is easier to digest and un- 
derstand when there is a larger number 
of pieces that are being shown togeth- 
er, Chan said. “A lot of my pieces are 
usually fragmentations of memories 
that do not really stand out by them- 
selves as singular pieces. It might be 
hard to understand the context of my 
art pieces if you only look at them by 
themselves.” 

Senior animation major Rachel 


" Shin thinks it is good that the art stu- 


Wednesday afternoon. 


dents get the opportunity to showcase 
their work. She found many pieces in 
the exhibition to be interesting and 
creative. 

“This is not one of those things 
that you just look at and pass by,’ 
Shin said. “These pieces make you 
stop by and examine. That is some- 
thing that you would really want in 
your own art; create a moment for 
someone else to stop and actually 
think about it.” 
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The ‘Ghost’ of ethnic diversity 


Hollywood, yet again, 
offers us a white 

actor for a non-white 
character in a major 
feature film. 


By LAUREN TORRES 
Staff Writer 


ollywood; the place 

where silver-screen 

dreams come true 

and you can be 

anything you want 
— that is, unless you’re Asian, Native 
American, African American or any- 
thing but white. 

During a summer spent intern- 
ing for a talent manager I witnessed 
countless Caucasian actors being 
submitted for roles with descriptions 
like “ethnic” or “Hispanic/African 
American.” Hundreds of ethnical- 


66 


ly diverse actors’ 
headshots came 
through that of- 
fice, only to end 
up in the trash 
can. 
These aren't 
to lack of options; 
these are delib- 
erate, harmful . 
choices made with 
no regard to their 
effect on the di- 
verse populace of 
moviegoers. 

Hollywood's most recent whitewash- 

_ ing scandal stems from the casting of 
Scarlett Johansson, who is Danish and 
unmistakably white, as Japanese char- 
acter Major Motoko Kusanagi in the 
live-action adaptation of anime “Ghost 
in the Shell” 

While Johansson’s feeling the heat 
of backlash for this now, she’s hardly 
the first. In 1937, “The Good Earth,” 
a film about a family of Chinese 
farmers, had white actors perform in 


yellow face and prosthetics to fit the ° 


Western stereotype of what a “real” 
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These aren’t choices made 
due to lack of options; 
these are deliberate, 

choices made-due--—-harméfal-choices-made————.. 
with no regard to their 
effect on the diverse 
populace of moviegoers. 


Chinese character would look like. 

No one can forget the disaster 
that was Mickey Rooney crashing 
through “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” as a 
bumbling caricature of his Japanese 
role Mr. Yunioshi. Last year’s “Pan” 
had the paler-than-snow Rooney 
Mara cast as the famous Native 
American character Tiger Lily, a 
move so offensively bold even Mara 
expressed regret in taking the role. 

The excuse of old Hollywood, that 
there weren't enough actors of color, 
has no room in the 21st century. Now, 
more than ever, there's a plethora of 
ethnically diverse actors to choose 
from. So what excuse is Hollywood 
hiding behind now? Max Landis, 
screenwriter of films such as “Amer- 
ican Ultra” and “Chronicle”, took to 
YouTube to express, in his professional 
opinion, why having Johansson as the 
star was more beneficial than prob- 
lematic. 

“The only reason to be upset about 
Scarlett Johansson being in ‘Ghost in 
the Shell’ is if you don’t know how 

the movie indus- 
try works, he 
said. He then goes 
on to argue that 
there are simply 
no “A-list female, 
Asian celebrities.” 
~—This~that'’s=just---— 
the-way-it-is atti- 
tude is the problem 
at the core of every 
Hollywood _ injus- 
tice. Studio exec- 
utives with their 
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would rather pick a safe, bankable bet 


money at 


like Johansson than take a chance on 
an unknown Japanese actress. Then, 
because Asian actresses don’t get the 
same exposure as their white coun- 
terparts, they aren't considered as vi- 
able options for future projects. It’s a 
self-perpetuating cycle. 

“Master of 
None” and “Orange is the New 


On top of that backwards reasoning, Successes such as 
there are at least a handful of actresses 
that could have been considered, like 
Rinko Kikuchi (“Pacific Rim’, “Babel”), 
Karen Fukuhara (“Suicide Squad”), or 
Kimiko Glenn (“Orange is the New 


Black”). 


Black” proudly present a diverse cast 
and have become cult hits, and guess 
what? No one cares that the charac- 
ters are from different ethnic back- 
grounds. In fact, sometimes that’s 
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the reason they keep watching. 
According to the 2015 Holly- 
wood Diversity Report by UCLA, 
“Films with relatively diverse casts 
enjoyed the highest global box of- 
fice receipts and the highest median 
return on investment.” Diverse casts 


General Manager 
Beverly Munson 
(562) 985-5736 


Design Adviser Gary Metzker 
Content Adviser Barbara Kingsley-Wilson 


PINIONS 


PHOTO VIA WIKIMEDIA CREATIVE COMMONS 


highlight the variety of life experi- 
ences found in actual communities 
and give viewers higher chances of 
finding a character they can person- 
ally connect to. 

Hear that, Hollywood? Stop casting 
Jennifer Lawrences as Pocahontases. 
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WOMEN’S WATER POLO 


Around the pool with Arroyo 


Long Beach State women’s water polo coach Gavin Arroyo gave the Daily 49er an over- 
view of all the team’s playing in the Big West Tournament. 


Hawar’r 

“The defending Big West champions, [they're an] extraordi- 
narily talented team and they’ve been in the top ten for almost 
the whole year. I think they were No. 4 in the country at one 
point. They’re a very, very good team.” 


UC IrRvINE 

“Traditionally, Irvine’s been the team to beat. One thing they 
bring is their athleticism, but they're also precocious. They're 
just pretty mentally solid, especially when it comes to cham- 
pionship time, they're very used to being in the finals. They’re 
not easily rattled” 


UC Santa BarBaRA 

“They found themselves at No. 7 in the country in this last poll 
and they have a really dangerous left hander. And they have the 
home pool advantage.” 


UC Davis 

“[They’re] big, strong [and] physical, I think they were ranked 
fifth or fourth at some point as well. They've beaten Cal twice 
this year so that team is also very, very dangerous and very, 
very talented.” 


: Bossy YAGAKE | DaILy 49ER 
LBSU utility Virginia Smith looks for a teammate to pass to during the 49ers’ 7-6 win over UC Santa Barbara 
on Saturday at the Ken Lindgren Aquatics Center. 


Ca STATE NORTHRIDGE 
; “It is championship weekend and the stakes are “Northridge is coming off a win’against [Loyola Marymount] 
continued from page 8 obviously hire and I just want to have the girls en- and they're a dangerous team. We only beat them by two 
joy every minute of it, because they deserve a good A) U N earlier in the year and we got them pretty good at home, but in 
experience,” Arroyo said. “Win or lose, whatever eplenties neutral waters [CSUN] can do some damage.” 


WATER POLO UC Santa Barbara. 


“MATADORS 
that to prove.” the outcome may be, the art of war and enjoying 


LBSU’s first game will be at noon on Saturday at _the battle is what I’m looking forward to” 0 > 


GERI MNOS 


SAVE TIME - SAVE MONEY 


Complete transferable courses this summer in 4-8 weeks 
at GOLDEN WEST COLLEGE for only $46 per unit 


Transfers to CSULB as: Transfers to CSULB as: 
wth 00 [rocoto | Fam [cr [rysciceioy [ome 102 
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More courses are offered that transfer as CSU GE or elective credits. 
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SOFTBALL 


49ers, Titans split doubl 


Darian Tautalafua 
ties a school record 
Wednesday as LBSU 
and CSUF trade big 


wins over each other. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor ‘ 


FULLERTON, Calif. - After night 
and day performances by the Long 
Beach State softball team, the 49ers 
split their doubleheader against Cal 
State Fullerton Wednesday at Ander- 
son Family Field. 

The 49ers (27-19, 7-8) picked up 
an 8-1 win in game one, notching 
14 hits and three home runs in the 
victory before allowing six runs on 
five hits in the first inning of game 
two against the Titans (39-11, 13-1). 


Fullerton eventually added two more 


runs to win 8-0 in six innings. 

“We came out hitting the ball real 
well,’ LBSU senior infielder Darian 
Tautalafua said. “And in the second 
game we didn't. We had about the 
same amount of hits, we just didn’t 
string them together like [Fullerton] 
did.” 

Tautalafua, already LBSU’s all- 
time leader in home runs (51), RBIs 
(169), walks (101) and runs (133), 
entered the game one home run shy 
of establishing a new single-season 
high and three RBIs short of break- 
ing the Big West all-time record. 

The Carson native delivered home 
run No. 14.of the season in the third 
inning of game one to put the 49ers 
up 3-1 and tie Lauren Johnson for 
the single-season record for most 
home runs at LBSU in the process. 

“T really didn’t think it was a home 
run, Tautalafua said. “It was hit re- 
ally high, I just didn’t think it was 
going to go over.” 

Tautalafua holds several records 


SPORTS 
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PHOTOS.COURTESY OF PATRICK Do | DatLy Titan 


LBSU catcher Lauren MacLeod, above, gets a hit during game one of Wednesday's doubleheader against Cal State 
Fullerton at Anderson Family Field. LBSU pitcher Christina Clermont pitches during the 49ers’ 8-1 win in game 


one (below). 


and is close to breaking a few more, 
but the third baseman said she 
doesn’t worry too much about them. 

“I try not to pay attention to these 
records because we're still playing,” 
Tautalafua said. “Right now I just 
want to do what I can to help the 
team win” 

Freshman Kelli Finan put LBSU 
on the board first in game one by 
lining a two-run home run, her first 
of the year, off the left field foul pole 
to give the 49ers a 2-0 lead in the sec- 
ond inning. 

The Titans answered in the bot- 
tom half of the inning with a solo 
shot by senior Melissa Sechrest, but 
the 49ers piled on the runs in the top 
of the third. After Tautalafua’s record 
tying home run, senior Haley To- 
bler singled to put a runner on and 


sophomore Julia Lombardi crushed 
LBSU’s second two-run home run of 
the game to make the score 5-1. 


», WOMEN’S WATER POLO 


With 
chips | 
on their 


shoulders 


The 49ers go into the 
Big West Tournament 
as No. | seed, but with 
plenty to prove. 


By JASON ENNS 
Staff Writer 


The No. 1 Long Beach State wom- 
en’s water polo team heads to Santa 
Barbara this weekend for the Big 
West Tournament in hopes to prove 
to the competition LBSU’s confer- 
ence title was no accident. 

After winning only two out of 
eight games in their first two tour- 
naments, LBSU began to fall into 
their rhythm ending the regular 
season with an overall record of 17- 
10 and 4-1 in the Big West. 

“We're the No. 1 seed and with 
Head 
coach Gavin Arroyo said. “It’s for- 


that comes expectations, 
eign territory for us, so we have 
to figure out a way to handle that. 
We're coming in as the favorite and 
I think that changes a little bit [of] 
your dispositions.” 

The 49ers would like to think 
they've proven their worth after 
losing only three games in the past 


eight weeks, but according to the 


players, LBSU still isn’t taken seri- 
ously by their competition. 

“Even though we're first place 
in conference we're still the under- 
dogs,” senior center Emily Mathe- 
son said. “I think we still have a lot 
to prove, like we know we're great 
but [the Big West teams] need to 
know too- they underestimate us 
still” 

The 49ers will play the winner of 
Friday’s game between University 
of Hawaii and UC Davis, and with 
only one game after that before the 
season’s end, this is the players’ last 
chance to gain the recognition they 
feel they deserve. 

“[We want] to prove ourselves 
worthy,’ LBSU senior attacker Leigh 
Auth said. “Honestly, I feel like ev- 
ery game we go to it’s, ‘Oh, we're 
playing Long Beach, it’s going to be 
an easy win.” 

LBSU is looking to dispose of 


Then in the fifth, with one out and 
the bases loaded, sophomore L.T. 
Torres hit a two-RBI double to make 


that assumption, and maybe a Big 


West tournament cup will do it. 

“Every time we win it’s “Long 
Beach upsets; literally every title 
of every article,’ sophomore center 
Emily Garczynski said. “We want to 
prove that our wins aren't upsets. 
We want to figure out how many 
wins it takes until it’s not an upset.” 

The 49ers’ only conference loss 
was in Irvine, where UC Irvine de- 
feated LBSU by a single goal. 

“I personally believe that not 
winning that game was really good 
for us mentally because it gave 
us the idea that we still can lose,” 
Garczynski said. “I don’t want to say 
we weren't [confident] going into 
Santa Barbara, but we were defi- 
nitely thinking, ‘we have something 
to prove.” ~~ 

Garczynski ended up scoring the 
game winning shot against UC San- 
ta Barbara, which was a game she 


eheader 


the score 7-1. Later in the inning, 
with the bases loaded once again, 
Tobler drew a two-out walk to make 
the score 8-1. 

LBSU_ showcased some hitting 
ability, but game one also featured 
another gem by right-hander Chris- 
tina Clermont (17-8). The junior 
transfer from Syracuse tossed her 
18th complete game, allowing just 
five hits and one run while striking 
out six. 

“They came out timely hitting and 
good pitching the first game,” CSUF 
head coach Kelly Ford said. “And 
then the second what’s what we did.” 

In game two, the rest of the 49er 
pitching staff ran into trouble early. 
Game two starter Selene Polamalu 
allowed four earned runs on three 
hits and failed to record a single 
out before she was pulled from the 
game. Freshman reliever Skie Munoz 
replaced Polamalu and allowed two 
more runs on three hits to make the 
score 6-0 after one inning of play. 

“I said [to my team between 
games], “We've got to separate this 
game, you’ve got to have a short 
term memory and you've got to be 
accountable,” Ford said. “So we were 
accountable for our defense being 
poor, our pitching being poor, our 
hitting being poor, our coaching 
being poor in game one and we all 
committed to turning it around” 

Fullerton added a run in the third 
and another in the sixth to end the 
game on a run rule. Senior left- 
hander Desiree Ybarra (13-5) shut- 
out the 49ers and threw her 11th 
complete game, allowing eight hits 
and striking out four in the 8-0 win. 

The conference RBI record will 
have to wait for Tautalafua, who is 
sitting in second place with 169 be- 


_ hind Pacific’s Jennifer Curtier’s 170. 


The 49ers return to Anderson 
Family Field on Friday for the series 
finale against the Titans. First pitch 
is scheduled for 6 p.m. 


felt encapsulated the reason for LB- 
SU’s success this season. 

-“We were behind for the first 
half and then we all kind of looked 
at each other and said ‘we can do 
this,” Garczynski said. “We're not 
playing as individual players, we're 
playing as a team.” 

It is likely they could compete 
against Irvine again in the final 
game of the year, a game the 49ers 
say they’re ready for. 

“We know what do now and 
we can be a lot smarter about it? 
Matheson said. “We can definitely 
do better [defending] the drives.” 

To which Garczynski added, “If 
we see [Irvine] again in this tour- 
nament we're going to come out ten 
times harder than we would against 
any other team just because we have 


see WATER POLO, page 7 


